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The Wallum Banksia is August’s plant of the month.
Common name:

Wallurn Panksia

Botanical name:

Banlrsia eemuin

Family:

Proteaceae
Distribution:

The Wallurn Banskisa canbe found along the east coast of Australia, ranging from central Queensland to it’s southern lirnit at La
Perouse in Sydney.

Mative Habitat: Usually srovws in coastal seasonally wet, sandyr soils, also v dry woodland ot tall sheab land.
Description
& chunky Jarge shaub with serrated leaves, knobbly orange bark and spectacular pale greenishewellow flowers that usually corae

ot i auturan. The flower spike is made of marny flowers but only a small rraber of these produce seeds. Large, grey, seed
bearing follicles appear on the woody “cone”. The new growth is covered in mst covered hairs.

Plant Information

The narae “Wallum’ originates from the Aboriginal term for the species. Banlsias were naraed after the British botardst, Sir
Jogeph Banbs who firet andved with Captain Cook to the area that is now called Botarey Bay.

Thiz plant has raportant fanetions in the eredronement. The flowers provide food for many small marsupials, birds and insects,
A frer bushfive, Banksias can regrone frotn an avea at the woody base of the trunds called a lgnotuber. Benksias have evobeed to
grony on wittient poor white sands like those still found in parts of the Parklands.

Barksias and other members of the Proteaceas farndly can be kalled by high lewels of phosphorus that can come from fertilisers
and dog poo.

EBanksia aemula 15 a component of Fasfern Suburbs Banksie Seruh - a Critically Endangered Ecological Coreraraty at WSW and
Comnranroaealth level.

zes

People have used banksias for a long tire. Shorigingl people used banksias for making a sweet drivk and as a portable sorce of
fire. Banksia aemula was one of the firet banksias to be cultiated in England in the late 1700s.

Where to see the Wallum Banksia in Centennial Parklands

Bird Sanetuary, SW paddock and Oueens Park,




