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favourite aspects of the 
Centennial Parklands. 
Among the top three 
were flora and flower 

favoured alongside 
"size, open space and 
k s h  air" and 
"proximity to the city". 

This affection for hwticulture has endumt 
more than a centmy. It began with the wok of 
the P d s  first Director, Charles Moore, who 
remodelled the northern edges of Busby's pond 3 

into the principal site for ornamental 
horticulkre as-he la+ out Centenurial Parlc. 
The pond edge - previously a dam wall fmm 

M y ' s  Bore water supply -was made into three promontories, : 
which remain the key locations for Centennial Park's horticultural 4 
eahuw. 

In 1890 Moore erected two large columns from the 
demolished portico of the old Australian Museum on the two 
outer promontories. A 1990 heritage study of the Park remarked 
hat they "sat like huge exclamation marks of civilisation amongst 
he wilds of the young but windswept and desoiate pa@. 

Wind and other harsh conditions were problematic in the 
stablishment of the new park. Horticultural experimentation 

. 

was often an unavoidable result. It's easy to overlook the fact 
hat Centennial Park wasn't always hn'tage parkland - its 
ounders hquently defied the conventions of the day, if only 
>ut of necessity. 

In particular, the energetic progressive Joseph Maiden, 
Director from 1 896 to 1924, masterminded a program of 
:xperimentation and innovation that set the character for the 
'ark's horticultural exhibits. - 

His first effort was a native flawex plantation, planted in 19QO -? 

m the site of the current Column Carden. An eady supporter of 
bstraliak native flora, Maiden also gave high priority to 
mselving the remnants of indigenah vegetaqbn in the Park. By 
laro the native flower garden contgined w&ative specie, 
abelled to assist their study by students ind-btic vikitors, . 

Maiden also used the native ggarden? fo experiment with 
watering regimes. From 1 896 Centennial Rrk had experience4 
L series of dry years culminating in th$*greaf. drought of 1902.;" 
mese conditions inspired ~ a i d e n : t ~ & s t  a $0 artificial 2% 

watering' policy for the native plantat&n. To his surprise, tI .- 
tatden did well in the severe condi&*s. :- 

Many of Maiden's horticultural schemes intraduced a se 
rf sub-tropical lushness to the Park. His flokrbeds were 
iramatic and large, and he created striking seasonal display 
ncotporating species such as cannas, sunflowers and pansie 

The horticultural displays described in this issue, which 
will use 4,000 pansies and petunias to bring images of the 
~ a c h  to Centennial Park, evoke this in~novative history. 

We also have Maiden to thank for the Park's Rose G a d  
which is currently being replanted. Readers will have an 
~ppwtunity to learn horticultural techniques fmm wr taknta 
itaff with rose planting woricshops this winter. 

As we remember the great horticultural legacy provided 
Moore and Maiden, it is appmpriate in the year 2000 to be 
~pgrading the horticulture displays in Ccntcnnial Park and 
:xtensively restoring Moore Pa*. 

'eter Duncan 
lircctor, Centennial Park and Moon Park Tmst 



Parklands join State ' ' ~ ~  
T h e  State Heritage Council 
has resolved to  list 
Centennial, Moore  and 
Queens Parks on  the State 
Heritage Register. 

T h e  listing formally 
recognises the heritage 
significance of Centennial 
Parklands, confirming their 
unique place in the hearts 
and minds of the  people of 
New South Wales. 

Mome Paric West Makeover 
Work has started on  a $4 

million program to  restore 
Moore Park West t o  high 
quality parkland. 

T h e  program includes 
extensive planting of trees 
and shrubs, including the  
reinstatement of an avenue 
of figs along South Dowling 
Street lost t o  road widening 
in the 1970s. 

Over 200 significant 
parkland trees are being 

"These parklands are major 
landmarks in the  history and 
psyche of our city," said 
Deputy Premier and 
Minister responsible for 
Heritage, D r  Andrew 
Refshauge. 

"They were originally 
designated as a 'people's 
park', and have played that 
role for more than 100 years. 
In effect, they are our local 

planted - including six 
different fig species and two 
pine species, Kauri and 
Norfolk Island. 

T h e  trees will be planted 
as groves around the edges 
of the Park, providing 
enclosure and shade. 

Moore Park West will be 
laid with 12 hectares of new 
turf, with three cricket 
pitches and four football 

area is to be reinstated as a 
'village green' where people 
can gather informally. T h e  
existing cricket pitch will 
remain and will be available 
for community use. 

The  total restoration will 
be completed by the end of 
the year with the majority of 
the works finished in time for 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

The  works are being 
funded by the Roads and 
Traffic Authority as part of a 
compensation package for 
the impacts of the Eastern 
Distributor on Moore Park. 

Gmup Photo 
It poured with rain, but over 
200 people still managed to 
get to Centennial Park on 
Sunday 16 April for the 
group photo that will be 
featured in Portrait ofa Park - 
a book on Centennial Park 

and regional 'backyard' - a 
wide, green open space 
within the inner 
metropolitan area." 

T h e  Register includes 
over 1200 public and 
privately owned historic 
sites and objects throughout 

fields. 

New South Wales. 
Calls for public 

submissions on  the proposed 
listing of Centennial 
Parklands received 
overwhelming support. More 
than 400 community 
submissions were received 
by the N S W  Heritage 
Council, the most since the 
formation of the Register in 
April 1999. 

T h e  area listed includes 
Centennial Park, Moore Park 
and Queens Park, excluding 
the former Royal 
Agricultural Society 
Showground and the two 
Sydney High Schools. 

by freelance photographers 
Wendy McDougall and 

A fully 
automated 
irrigation system will also be 
installed, ensuring the high 
quality of the new playing 
fields. 

Improved access will be 
provided to and from Moorr  
Park West via 3.2km of 
cycle and pedestrian 
pathways. 

T h e  Bat and Ball 

Brendan Read 
D~ehard  Park-lovers, 

ranglng from 6 months to 80 
years In age, braved the 
weather for them chance to 
get Into the h~story books 
Included In the group were 
descendants of park founder 
Sir Henry Parkes, a number 
of the Frlends of Centennial 
Parklands and actor Jeremy 
S ~ m s  

As well as attracting local 
m e d ~ a  coverage from the 
Sydney Morn~ng  Herald and 
Radlo 2BL, the event was 
covered by a Czech 
newspaper 

Photographs from Portralt 
o f a  Park w~ll  be Included In 
Federat~on Sydney, an 
exhlbit~on at the Museum of 
Sydney from December 
2000 

Wendy and Brendan 
would llke to thank 
everyone who attended 
despite the wet weather. 



Partners on the trail 
By Jean Sims 

0 n Sunday March 26, around 13 
Westpac volunteers got down 
and dirty in Centennial Park. It 

was stage one of a six-month project to 
complete the Guriwal Bushtucker Trail, 
located near the Randwick gate. It will 
be ready when Olympic cyclists peddle 
the Park in September. 

'The trail was developed by trainees 
from the Guriwal Aboriginal 
Corporation to interpret indigenous 
flora and fauna," said Rachel Ely, the 
Park's Senior Education/lnterpretation 
Ranger. "But it wasn't regularly 
maintained and the weeds got out of 
hand," she said. 

Westpac recruits now follow in their 
footsteps by removing weeds, planting 
natives and mulching around the 

I -interpretive poles created by the 
Guriwal people. 

.So why have they traded a precious 
sleep-in for weeding? 'We want to show 
we are part of the community," said 

Peter Rowney, Manager of Westpac's 
Kings Cross Branch. "Centennial Park is 
an area we're connected to. A lot of us 
use it personally," he said. Peter 
confides he likes to run a few laps on a 
Saturday afternoon. 

"It was great for people 

who sit in an office like us 

and push a pen, to actually 

get muddy" 

Joy Shuttleworth, Double Bay Branch 
Manager, has worked for Westpac for a 
total of 10 years. She said: 'That 
Sunday was an absolutely beautiful day 
after two weeks of rain." 

It sounded like a relaxing opportunity 
for staff to commune with nature, 
donning new suede gloves, hats and 
sunscreen. But the weeds had other 

ideas. 'We looked at these homble 
bushes and thought 'Oh, my God! Is 
that what we've got to do?"' said Joy. 
"But within an hour we were down, 
dirty and covered in mud, ripping out 
plants. We rolled back marsh plants like 
carpet and saw little frogs and big fat 
grubs. It was lovely," she said. 

A mixed bag, the Westpac recruits 
were a variety of ages and personalities 
from Eastern Suburbs branches. 

'They were keen, eager and 
enthusiastic. We couldn't hold them 
back," said Rachel. 

"It was great for people like us who 
sit in an office and push a pen, to 
actually get muddy," said Joy. 

"It was hard work bending over to 
pull the weeds out - mainly dandelions 
and little marsh plants," said Joy. 'We 
took them out roots and all, and if we 
couldn't we got a big pitchfork and 
spades," she said. 

There were five or six piles of 
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fauna 1 

Turtle 
power 

They come from a Queensland river 

85 kilometres north of Brisbane. They live 

up to 100 years and only reach sexual maturity at the age of 25. They are on 

the endangered species list. They are Mary River turtles, and according to turtle 

enthusiast Craig Latta, they could be breeding in Centennial Park. 

C raig htta's interest in turtles 
started at the age of eight when 
his father found a pair of turtles 

in the middle of the road and brought 
them home as family pets. The interest 
became a passion. Thirty years on Craig 
breeds 200 to 300 turtles a year for sale 
to licensed reptile keepers. H e  is a well- 
respected authority on turtles, and 
Craig's wealth of hands-on experience 
makes him a sought after commodity for 
vets and zoos when it comes to 
identifying turtles and their care. 

Craig says Australian freshwater 
turtles are surprisingly under-researched 
compared to many other reptiles. In 
particular there is a lack of practical 

information on how to keep and care 
for them. 

'There still isn't enough information 
on how to  look after them in captivity. 
Now that turtles are being sold to 
licensed reptile keepers, more 
information is required because people 
just don't know how to look after them 
properly," Craig explained. 

To address this, Craig is writing a 
book on Australian freshwater turtles 
and their care. This work led him to 
Centennial Park and to the discovery of 
what he hopes is a rare colony of Mary 
k v e r  turtles [Elusor macrurus). 

"I was doing a photographic survey 
for the book and I thought it would be 

very interesting to find out what 
animals exist in Centennial Park," said 
Craig. 

"I was out here one day having my 
lunch and I was looking on the bank 
and I saw a group of turtles, and I got 
my binoculars out and had a closer look 
and then I recognised the Mary River 
turtle sitting there. It was a very large 
male. He  was swatting flies with his tail 
and a couple of birds were hassling him 
a bit, but he wasn't too deterred. He  
stayed out basking for half an hour." 

Craig is convinced that the animal he 
saw was a Mary River turtle, and 
laments the fact he didn't have a camera 
with him to capture it on film. As he 
breeds them at home, he is very familiar 
with their appearance and 
characteristics. He  also cites the fact 
that a Mary River turtle was caught and 
removed from the Park during the 
1980s as further evidence that they 
could be living in the ponds. 

So how could a Mary kver  turtle, 
whose provenance is a single river 
system in the whole of Australia, get to 
Centennial Park? 

Craig says there can be only one 
explanation. "Obviously they were 
unwanted pets. Back in the late 60s and 
early 70s they sold between 3,000 to 
10,000 hatchlings a year in the pet 1 trade throughout South Australia, 

1 Victoria and New South Wales. They 
used to call them the 'Pet Shop turtle' 
and they were incorrectly identified as 
a Saw-shelled turtle. People didn't 
realise how big they would grow and Craig Latta comtsfacc-to-facc with one of hisfavouritc turtles, John, a male Mary River Turtle. 



they have obviously been released in 
Centennial Park years and years ago." 1 

Craig is now focused on getting 
conclusive proof that the impressive 
male he saw basking at Randwick Pond 
last November is part of a colony of 
Mary kver  turtles living in Centennial 

I 
Park. Late last year he wrote to the 
Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust 
seeking permission to search for the 
turtle. 

Enter Park Ranger Jonathan Cartmill, 
who saw the merits of conducting a 
turtle survey with Craig to research 
what turtles are living in the Park and 
to do a turtle count. 

The survey is confirming that there is 
a booming population of turtles in the 
Park. 'They are in every pond and their 
number is probably in the thousands," 
said Jonathan. 'Tour species have been 
positively identified and another three 
are suspected." 

To date Jonathan and Craig have 
spent four days in the field catching, 
measuring, sexing, recording and then 
releasing the turtles. During their most 
recent expedition in April they caught 
53 turtles in Randwick Pond alone in 
just four hours using two traps and two 
fyke nets. 

The haul didn't include a Mary River 
turtle. But that's no surprise to Craig: 
"lt's one of the smartest turtles in 
Australia. It's very very rare to catch a 
Mary River turtle with a trap. Catching 
them with nets that stretch across a 
river, that's a different story." 

What they did find were 5 1 Sydney 
Basin Short-necked turtles [Emydura 
maquarii dbaruk), one Eastern Snake- 
necked turtle [Cbelodina longicollis) and a 
Northern Snapping turtle (Elseya 

the first opportunity to photograph this 
species in the Park. 

"It was a young animal, probably a 
female, with about a 10 centimetre shell 
length, so it looks like they may be 
breeding in there as well," Craig says. 

Three other Northern Snapping 
turtles were recorded last year in the 
Duck Pond, adding weight to Craig's 
belief that they are breeding in the Park. 

According to Jonathan, the range of 
species in Centennial Park is impressive 
when you consider that it's an inner city 
park. 'The thriving turtle population is 
something for people to cherish as a 
counterpoint to the recreational and 
cultural uses of the P a r k W e  says it 
isn't too hard for visitors to spot turtles. 
The onset of winter means that the 
turtles will go into their own form of 
hibernation, but they'll be back in the 
warmer months, especially during egg- 
laying season around September and 

Above: Mary River Turtles are distinguished October. 

by their exceptionally long tails. 'You can see their heads poking up 
during the day. Also, during spring 
they're quite visible on the banks 
sunning themselves and laying eggs. At The thriving turtle 
times in the Rose Garden there can be 

population is something for 20 to 30 digging holes and laying eggs. 

people to cherish as a Because they don't see them all year, a 
lot of people are quite taken aback 

counterpoint to the when they do see a turtle." 

recreational and cultural 
Jonathan says that if you find a turtle 

the most important thing is to leave it - 

uses of the Park." alone. As they are secretive animals, 
keeping still will also help to prolong 
the experience. "If they're laying eggs 

dcntata). The Sydney Basin Short-neck is or mating it's a good idea to contact a 
thriving and common in the Park and Ranger so that we can photograph 
Eastern Snake-necks have been found them. It's good to know where they 
many times before. But the netting of have laid eggs so that we can rope off 
the Northern Snapping turtle provided that particular area. A lot of our pond 

rehabilitation works are taking into 
account turtle breeding areas to 
encourage them to continue breeding." 

Fkye nets (leji] a n  set up near pond banks to catch turtles as theyfeed. Tbeir large side "wings" 
help to direct turtfes into the long tubular net. 

Craig says the importance of 
Centennial Park as a habitat for turtles 
cannot be underestimated. "lt's one of 
the last unpolluted turtle habitats 
around Sydney. There is a lot of food, 
including fish, freshwater prawns and 
insect life in the water, and that's very 
good for turtles." 

And whether Craig manages to find 
the elusive Mary River male or its 
relations, this elaborate game of hide 
and seek will have been worth it - if 
only for redefining the meaning of 
"turtle power" as this reptile's unique 
ability to adapt and prosper in an urban 
parkland. - CATRIONA BURGESS. 
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